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Appl. No.: 09/807,165 

^"uc^^ASiendltnt Submitted in Conjimction with lie RCE Filed on Febmaiy 28, 2005 
In the Claimst 

Please amend claims 6, 13, 15 and 25. and cancel claim 12, without prejudice, as 
shown below in the foUowing complete listing of all claims ever presented. This Usting of 
claims replaces all prior versions and Ustings. of the claims in the instant appUcation: 

Claims 1-5 (Canceled): 

Claim 6 (Cnrrently amended): A composition comprising granules containing 
at least one plastic additive ftnmprisme a c omponent selected from the rtqup cqnsistinR of 
aritifitaric agent« antifegeine ag ents, antioxidants. IJV stabilizers, muplinf? aggnis, calendering 
niils. mold release agents. Inhricanis. relea se agents. sUp agents, plasriei^frs nPrfUmfis, flame 
T^«rdants. fillers, heat stabili?^rs- and mixtures thereof, wherein the granules are substantiaUy 
spherical and have a diameter of from 0.5 to 5 mm. 

Claim? (Canceled). 

Claims (Previously Presented): The composition according to claim 6, wherein 
the granules have a diameter of from O.S to 3 mm. 

Claim 9 (Previously Presented): The composition according to claim 6, wherein 
the granules have a uniform size and shape. 

ClaunlO (Canceled). 

Claim 1 1 (Previously Presented): The composition according to claim 6, wherein 
the granules have a length-to-diameter ratio of 1 : 1 . 

Claim 12 (Canceled). 
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AppL No.: 09/807,165 
Group Art Unit: 1714 

AppUcants* Amendment Submitted in Conjunction with the RCE FUed on February 28, 2005 

Claim 13 (Currently amended): The composition according to claim 6 43^ 
wherein the component is selected from the group consisting of calcium soaps, zinc soaps, and 
mixtures thereof. 

Claim 14 (Previously Presented): The composition according to claim 6, wberdn 
the granules are substantially sph^cal and have a diameter of firom 0*8 to 3 mm, and wherein 
the at least one plastic additive comprises a component selected from the group consisting 
calcixun soaps, zinc so^s, and mixtures thereof. 

Claim 15 (Currently amended): A granular composition prepared by a process 

comprismg: 

(a) providing cylindrical granules of a composition containing at least one 
plastic arfrliriv e comprising a component selected from the group consisting of antistatic agents, 
gntifoggin p agents , anrinviHant s- UV stabiliz e rs- coupling agents, calendering aids, mol4 release 
agfiMts. lubricants, release agents, alio age nts, plasricizers. nerfimies, flame retardants, fiUers, 
heat stabilizers, and mixtures thereof : and 

(b) spheronizing the cylindrical granules to form substantially spherical 

granules having a diameter of from 0,5 to 5 nmi. 

Claim 16 (Previously Presented): The granular corriposition according to claim 

15. wherein providing the cyUndrical granules comprises: (i): extrudmg a composition containing 
at least one plastic additive into a fine strand; and (ii): cutting the fine strand mto cylindrical 
granules. 

Claim 17 (Previously Presented): The granular composition according to claim 

16, whKdn the composition is extruded using a twin-screw extruder. 
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S^s^^^entotnt Submitted m Conjunction with the RCE Filed on February 28. 2005 

Claim 18 (Previously Presented): The granular composition according to claim 
1 7, wherein the composition is extruded at a temperature of from 20 to 110»C and a pressure of 
frijm 25 to 60 bar. 

Claim 19 (Previously Presented): The granular composition according to claim 
15, wherein spheronizing is accomplished using a spheronizer having a rotating bottom disk. 

Claim 20 (Previously Presented): The granular composition according to claim 
1 9, wherein spheronizing is performed at a rotational speed of 320 rpm with a residence time of 
30 seconds. 

Claim 21 (Previously Presented): The granidar composition according to claim 
1 5, wherein the process furth^ comprises impregnating the granules with an additional active 
substance. 

Claim 22 (Previously Presented): The granular composition according to claim 

21. wherein impregnating the granules with an additional active substance is accomplished via 
surface-powdering. 

Claim 23 (Previously Presented): The granular composition according to claim 

22, wherein the surface powdering is carried out at least partly during spheronizing. 

Clahn24 (Previously Presented): The granular composition according to claim 
18, wherein spheronizing is carried out using a spheronizer having a rotating bottom disk 
operating at a rotational speed of 320 rpm with a residence time of 30 seconds; and the process 
further comprises impregnating the granules with an additional active substance. 
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Xp'lfc^^Aliiendment Submitted in Conjunction with the RCE Filed on February 28. 20CS 

Claim 25 (Currently amended): A method of stabilizing a plastic composilioD 
daring processing, said method comprising: 

(a) providing a plastic composition; 

(b) providing a granular composition comprising granules containing at 
least one plastic additive eninprising a component selected ft o m t he fffOVP con sisting of qntistatic 
r^^^t^ gnrifnppine a fxpnta. antioxidants. XIV stabil izers, coupling agents, calendering aids, mold 

a pente. lubricairts- release apents. alio a e ents. plasticizers, perfiimeif. flame retardante. 
fillerR. heat stahiHzere. and n^ivtiires thereof, wherein the granules are substantially spherical and 
have a diameter of from 0.5 to 5 mm; and 

(c) combining the plastic composition and the granular composilionpriw 

to processing completion. 
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